Philomusica Concert Choir Spring 2011 Performances

Press Contact: Fran Nimeck, 732.821.8741

Philomusica Choir Performs “Shakespeare, Brahms, and All That Jazz,” May 14 and 15

____________

North Brunswick, NJ—Philomusica Choir, based in East Brunswick, will present “Shakespeare, Brahms, and All That Jazz,” a program that features, in addition to fine choral arrangements, the talents of gifted solo instrumentalists. In John Rutter’s Birthday Madrigals, the choir will sing the Renaissance poetry of Shakespeare, Marlowe and others in a jazz setting, joined by renowned jazz pianist Eli Yamin, who will also perform solo jazz selections. A graduate of Rutgers University and Highland Park High School, Eli is “thrilled to work under the baton of his old friend and (Highland Park) high school choir teacher, Dennis Boyle. He has been an inspiration for nearly 30 years strong.” 

Harpist Diane Michaels will join the choir for James Bassi’s Harpsonnets, a 2005 setting of four Shakespeare sonnets. The chorus itself takes the instrumental parts in three of Ward Swingle’s 1960s arrangements of Choral Prelude, Bourée and D Major Aria by J.S. Bach, with bassist Patrick O’Leary weaving in the rhythm. In a more familiar offering, the grand piano will be featured to brilliant effect by Shea Velloso in Brahms’s popular and energetic Zigeunerlieder, 11 songs with Romanian “gypsy” folk themes of yearning, lust, and as Brahms described it, other “cheerful and high-spirited nonsense.”

This program is funded in part by Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission with assistance thru a grant provided by New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State.

Performances will be on Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, May 15, 2011 at 4 p.m. at Our Lady of Peace Church, 1740 Route 130 North in North Brunswick, NJ.  Ample free parking is also handicapped accessible.

For tickets/information/group sales/special needs, call 1.888.744.5668, email info@philomusica.org or visit www.philomusica.org.

###

Calendar Listing:

Philomusica Choir will present “Shakespeare, Brahms, and All That Jazz,” a program that features John Rutters’s Birthday Madrigals with renowned jazz pianist Eli Yamin, who will also perform solo jazz selections. Also on the program: James Bassi’s Harpsonnets with harpist Diane Michaels; three pieces by J.S. Bach, arranged by Ward Swingle, with bassist Patrick O’Leary; and Brahms’s Zigeunerlieder (Gypsy Songs) with pianist Shea Velloso. Performances will be on May 14 at 8 p.m. and May 15, 2011 at 4 p.m, at Our Lady of Peace Church, 1740 Route 130N in North Brunswick, NJ. For tickets/information, 1.888.744.5668, www.philomusica.org.

###

Photos available. Brief bios of principal players below for local editions. 

Eli Yamin is Artistic Director of The Jazz Drama Program and Director of Jazz At Lincoln Center’s Middle School Jazz Academy. He is a jazz pianist, composer, educator, broadcaster, bandleader and Steinway artist. Eli’s joyful and swinging piano playing has led him to perform at top concert halls and festivals in the United States, India, China, Mali, Japan and throughout Europe. He is a consultant for The Rhythm Road: American Music Abroad, produced with the U.S. State Department, the National Endowment for the Arts, Fordham University Graduate School of Business and WBGO Radio. For more about Eli Yamin, see www.eliyamin.com.

“I learn from Eli ever time I see him work,” Wynton Marsalas, Trumpeter/Composer

Diane Michaels, harpist, has performed in many NY hotels, restaurants, QE2. President of the North Jersey Chapter of the American Harp Society, she is a graduate of Oberlin College Conservatory and lives in Bloomfield NJ, www.harpcolumn.com

Bassist Patrick O’Leary has toured the US, Canada, Europe, S America, Australia, Japan with Lionel Hampton Orchestra and others. As a US Dept. of State jazz Ambassador, O’Leary presented concerts and music workshops in eleven West African countries. Currently, musical director of Windplayer Magazine’s Jazz Masters Series, he lives in Elmhurst NY, www.myspace.com/olearypatrick.

Shea Velluso, Director of Music at United Methodist Curch, Milltown, is a graduate in organ performance from Mason Gross School of the Arts. He’s a resident of Milltown NJ, www.umcmilltown.org, youtube.com.

Dennis Boyle, Philomusica music director and conductor since 1982, has studied with such world-class choral conductor/teachers as Robert Shaw, Margaret Hillis, Dennis Keene. A singer himself, he has adapted and shaped their techniques into his own unique style for achieving a translucent ensemble sound. Boyle was selected for inclusion in Who’s Who in American Teaching. He was an Adjunct Professor of Music at Seton Hall University and currently teaches music at Rutgers Preparatory School. He lives in Linden NJ, www.philomusica.org.

